The EURODEM collaborative re-analysis of case-control studies of Alzheimer's disease: implications for clinical research and practice.
The EURODEM re-analyses of 11 case-control studies of Alzheimer's disease imply that familial aggregation of dementia, Down's syndrome, and parkinsonism occurs more frequently in Alzheimer's disease than in matched controls. Prior history of head trauma, hypothyroidism, and depression also occurs in higher frequency among patients with Alzheimer's disease. Exposure to a series of other medical conditions and environmental toxins was not significant. The association between Alzheimer's disease and maternal age remains unclear.